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NEWSLETTER FOR APRIL 2015 

 

Review of the 2014 / 2015 Season 

At the Annual General Meeting on March 24th, the retiring Chairman indicated that in his opinion it had 

been similar to the well known “Curate’s Egg “. . . .  being a bit “Good” in parts. 

For the “Good” parts we had the benefit of some very interesting speakers with excellent talks and useful 

lectures. Competition judging had been consistent even if sometimes a little too controversial for some 

members. 

 For the other (the Curate might say “Off” bits) parts, the single most disappointing characteristic had been 

the lack of membership support. This not only reflected by a variable attendance at Meetings (from 18 to 

30, averaging 24) but also with the planned programme of Saturday and mid-week outings. With the 

exception of one trip to Leeds when we had 12 it was only the usual 4 / 5 regulars (the same members who 

dutifully organise and support all the Club activity). 

 Brian Cooper, Competition Secretary reported a similar situation with entries for our competitions. The 

possibility to enter in some of those as many as six images (2 each mono and colour prints plus two 

projected images) distorted somewhat the competitive position. Three keen members could enter a total of 

18 images! 

 On a more positive and encouraging note, four members competing in the Club Class had been 

promoted (elevated ?) by their results to the Advanced Class for next season. So then congratulations to 

Treasurer George Astle, retiring Programme Secretary Peter Bell, nearly new member Martin Evans and 

sometime Chairman Phil Robbins. Well done all and some of us will look forward to more and stronger 

competition next season.  

Finally, whilst enjoying a glass of wine at the Awards Evening we actually realised just how well Stu Whitfield 

had performed. Always a keen competitor it was not until it came to this evening we learned just how well 

Stu had done. In probably his best season of many similar, he managed to win and collect most of the 

silverware. Well done Stu, only drawback . . . big cleaning job next March!   

Proposals for the 2015 / 2016 Season   

Unsurprisingly, as no other members were prepared to volunteer their services to help run the Club, it was 

left to the previous Committee to continue in office or allow the Club to fold up. According to the 

Constitution it cannot continue to function without a Committee or indeed without its three “Officers” viz 

Chairman, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer. There are five other Committee places, of which 

only one is filled. 

With a paid up membership of 34 it does seem that 28 members have neither the time, interest nor 

enthusiasm to help manage the Club. This is disappointing and may well be detrimental to our future. It is 

obvious that you think our Club is worth supporting by attending the Meetings. Why not then help the 

programme and activities we all enjoy? No further comment is really necessary but it should be clear to all 

that a solution must be found this season. Temporarily we will be seeking volunteers prepared to be “co-

opted to undertake certain functions on a one off basis this season. We now have, in long time member Bill 

Whitehead, the first of these volunteers, so thank you Bill. 
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Our Draft Winter season and Spring / Summer outings programme was handed out at the AGM (22 

members attended. No apologies for absence received). Certain aspects of the Draft are subject to 

approval by the new Committee before the final Programme is printed in time for our new start on 

September 1st (aide memoire: Subscription £40.00 and one A4 print required).  For members who do not 

have the Draft each monthly News Letter will include details of immediately forthcoming events. 

The Questionnaire Summary 

The Questionnaire was summarised by member John Chapman and the Committee arranged a meeting 

with him to explore the main details. Very little could be implemented to affect the current programme due 

to the short time remaining before the season ended. It was decided to make a number of 

recommendations to the incoming Committee and Ian Butterworth prepared a document for that purpose. 

It was proposed that the Chairman should mention some of the initial thinking at the AGM and keep 

members informed by the News Letter as progress develops. The Committee is enabled by the Club 

Constitution to introduce temporary changes and alterations for experimental purposes. 

The Spring/Summer Programme through April 

We have two events this month, each will have a photographic theme as noted.  

First we have a half day on April 18th a Saturday, to Bradford Industrial Museum with the theme “Aspects of 

Wool Production” followed by an evening meal and then, for those members active or interested in the 

special Interclub competition, a visit to Bradford Photographic Society for the last competition in the series. 

Judged by our friend Christine Widdall MPAGB, EFIAP, BPE5. Currently we are at 7th place from 12. 

Next, on April 25th also a Saturday, a full day into Wharfedale visiting Hebden, Conistone, Kettlewell and 

Arncliffe. The theme will be “Limestone in the Landscape “.  Some walking is necessary. 

Details are included in the Draft Programme. However a reminder with meet up arrangements will be 

Included in the May Newsletter nearer the time so for now make a diary entry. Note that our results from the 

“theme” will be looked at during our evening meetings for a collective beer at the Muse on the second 

Tuesday evening in the month. In this case Tuesday May 2nd from 19.30 hrs. Theme prints should be A4 or A5 

Coming Events for the Diary 

May 9th      YPU Annual Exhibition in Doncaster 

May 23rd    Staithes and Port Mulgrave. Theme “Pebbles & Rocks” 

 

Thank you, 

For the Committee, 

BG 


