
“ THE CHAIRMAN WRITES “

          Last Tuesday evening ( 08/03 ) provided us with the eighth Specsaver Lecture. It also 
happened to be the last presentation of our 2015 / 2016 season. As usual we had booked the 
larger of the rooms in the Church Hall and promoted the event to a number of local camera and 
photographic clubs. Some 30 members from these clubs actually came.

          Originally we had booked Leo & Carol Palmer for this event but unfortunately they were 
unable to come. However thanks to some fancy footwork from Committee member Ian Butterworth 
we were able to obtain the services of Yorkshire wildlife specialist Steve Race as a replacement at 
quite short notice.

          Last September, following our previous practice of providing really excellent speakers for the 
first month of a new season Steve along with Adrian White from Leeds AV Group ( a long time 
member at Wetherby) were chosen to give us this good start.  We thought it important that, so 
soon after paying subs for a new season, members should be suitably enthused !! This choice 
served us very well indeed so it was really good news for us, and quite a relief, to hear from Steve 
that he would be able to help out.

          Fortunately, Steve has a significant reputation and is well known in Yorkshire for his rather 
unique approach to photographing local wildlife. Consequently our original decision to hire the 
large hall was well justified. In fact the attendance, particularly from the local clubs, was larger than 
we originally had been expecting from our advance ticketing. These lectures are of course free but 
tickets are required due to limitations on the hall’s capacity.

           During the season we have had mostly very good visitors both as judges and speakers. We 
have been shown excellent photography most of which has demonstrated tremendous creativity 
and imagination; (the lack of either to any significant degree is probably, at least in part, an 
explanation for my own haphazard performance! ). However, I think it was only Steve who in 
addition demonstrated the “added value” also provided by incredible patience, detailed observation 
of wildlife habits and a dedication to the study of their habitat. So a big thank you Steve for showing 
us all that which is photographically available within just a few miles from home.

          This season will end on Tuesday 22nd March with our annual Awards Night (wine and crisps 
to celebrate) followed by the Annual General Meeting. The new 2016/2017 season will start on 
Tuesday, September 6th 2016. As an aide memoire, on September 24th we have arranged to have 
our annual Exhibition & Coffee Morning at the Town Hall. This year we shall be open all day 
instead of just the morning. More details will follow in the next Newsletter however please note that 
we shall be collecting prints for selection from opening night on the 6th so put it in the diary right 
away.

          After the AGM we shall have a new Committee. it is not my plan to be a member and so shall 
no longer have the pleasure from time to time of preparing this little note for the website. I hope 
you have found these comments useful and maybe even sometimes interesting. Thank you and 
my best wishes to you all for the opportunity to take some good pictures this summer.
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