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Last night, the members were treated to an exhibition of digital photography the quality and range 
of which we have never before enjoyed in the Club. From Scarborough came the award winning 
“Wildlife” specialist Steve Race. He provided us with a “Workshop” style presentation embracing 
part of his extensive collection of bird and animals pictures that, for the major part, were captured 
around Scarborough, Filey Brig the Yorkshire coast and in the North Yorkshire National Park at all 
seasons. 
 
Steve demonstrated how he organised the several technical aspects of his approach to securing 
such unique and, often, quite unbelievable images. However it was quite clear, after just a few 
minutes watching the screen, that the well practised management of technical aspects; lenses, 
speeds, f. numbers, composition etc., provided by no means the most significant contribution to the 
end results demonstrated. 
 
Without any doubt, the principal reason for the success of this art form rests in the personal 
attributes of the photographer himself. His preparedness to invest in considerable discomfort for 
very lengthy periods in order to establish in advance the habitat and behavior of targeted subjects 
has been significant. A positive determination to “get something different” contributes to 
confidence, gained from experience, that a successful outcome will be achieved if enough patience 
is applied from the very beginning. 
 
No suggestion, in this presentation, of the frequently seen examples of “birds on sticks” shown so 
boringly in many natural history competitions! What Steve showed us were birds and animals 
leading their own lives. Hunting, eating, fighting, playing, courting and bringing up their families 
either in their habitats or, sometimes, showing themselves off for our better understanding against 
more neutral and sympathetic backgrounds. 
 
Fantastic material, superbly captured and beautifully presented by an author who is so obviously a 
lover of wildlife, a technical master of his medium and possesses an enthusiasm for his subjects 
that was a delight to hear and to see. Thank you Steve, and more strength to your elbow (or, 
perhaps, to your knees might be a more appropriate body part?) 
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