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The Chairman Writes, 

          Last Tuesday (October 13th) we were hosts to John and Pat Reed who travelled over to us 
from Holderness. Both are very well known in the YPU area. For many years they have each been 
recognised as outstanding photographers and enthusiastic members of that organising body.  

          John (ARPS, DPAGB, BPE3), has for many years been interested in “Landscape” as a 
central part of his photography. With experience going back to the days of wet processing he has 
built up a formidable and successful reputation in this subject. More particularly and interestingly 
he has concentrated on interpreting landscape and pictorial scenes as monochrome 
reproductions. Now, as have most serious amateurs, John has moved into digital imaging, 
mastered computer manipulation software and widened his interest to include colour work in his 
portfolio. 

          “Mainly Landscape” was the presentation title with the digital images carefully grouped into 
sections generally with a geographical connection. For example, “Coast”, “Fields”, “Lakes & 
Moors “, Hull, Humber Bridge & Spurn Point”. There was a goodly selection of “street 
photography and some of his more recent work as yet remaining unclassified. For those of us with 
a sustained interest in the black & white medium it was much appreciated that around 40 / 50% of 
all the images were reproduced in that format.  

          A total mastery of the key components of mono images, drama, pattern, mood, texture, 
contrast, tone and shape were combined with excellent choice of suitable subject and some very 
interesting “off the page” composition. The colour images again were well chosen sometimes with  
an unusual, often unthinkable viewpoint. Characteristically, with the exception of a very few HDR 
images, the dominant impression of the presentation, apart from technical excellence was of 
softness in mood, a romantic flavour particularly in the colour work, and a gentleness of approach 
by the photographer, Light, pastel tones dominated the colour images and these were carried 
through into the several prints also on show. 

          John capably demonstrated technical mastery of camera and software. More importantly he 
showed the difference that Vision, Imagination and Creativity can make to even the most ordinary 
aspects of our regular photographic experience. Unfortunately those attributes are not given to all 
of us ! 
           
          I understand that John & Pat are in the course of re-locating to West Cumbria. We do hope 
all goes well with the move, wish them happiness in their new home and new fields to conquer. 
Hopefully it will be possible to have the opportunity to see some of their “western” work in the not 
too distant future. Meanwhile we thank them both for an excellent evening. 
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